Advertiſement. 


N LANCASTER, November 9th, 1775. 


re Meeting of the Freeholders of the Cornty of Larcasren, held here 
this Day, purſuant to public Notice from the High Sheriff, an Addreſs to 
the Thtone on the preſent unhappy Diſputes betwixt GRTAT.BAITAAñ 
and the Colonies in NorTH.AmerICA, was propoſed, and after a De- 
NN bate, the Majority was declared to be in Favor of ye Addreſs. 


"Bur a conſiderable Number of GexnTLeman and FreenoLDes, averſe to coercive 
Meaſures and to the Tendency of that Addreſs, could not give their Sanction to it, and 
have therefore expreſſed their humble and loyal Sentiments on this important Occaſion, in 
the Petition hereunto ſubjoined,—The Friends to Commerce, Equity, and Peace cannot, 
at this alarming Criſis, convey their Thoughts in Language more emphatical than that of 
a late PRoTesT, ſigned by many Noblemen of the higheſt Rank, and moſt extenſive For- 
tunes. The incloſed Copy of it is extracted from the public Papers. 


N. B. Tus Petition has been already ſigned by a great Number of reſpectable Freehold - 
ers, and will be tranſmitted with all convenient Speed through the County for the Signa- 
tures of ſuch as ſhall approve of it. 


. 
E S*-F--1 
“% To the KING's Moſt Excellent MAJESTY. 


* The humble ADDRESS and PETITION of the GenTLzMEen, CIERNO, Tabs, 
« and FREEHOLDERsS of the County Palatine of LANCASTER. 
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te May it pleaſe your MajesTY, 


oe E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the GexnTLzMex, CLercr, 
6 TaaAbzxs, and FaEEHOLDERs of the County Palatine of Lax CAST ER, beg 
« Leave to approach I Throne with the moſt reſpectful Aſſurances of our inviolable At- 
ce tachment and Affection to your Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Illuſtrious Family, and our 
t unaffected Zeal for the firm Support of your Majeſty's Government, the Dignity of youf 
« Crown, and the Proſperity of this once happy and united Empire, 


« Tn the preſent alarming and critical Situation of public Affairs, it becomes every Man, 
« who glories in the Name of BziTtox, to drop every inferior Conſideration and Diſtine- 
« tion, and ſedulouſly endeavor to avert thoſe Calamities which — your Majeſty's 
« Dominions. 


« ANIMATED With theſe Sentiments, We humbly * earneſtly n your Majeſty 
c to indulge the natural Propenſities of your Heart in the Exertion of your Royal Influence 
« for the Re-eſtabliſhment'of Peace and Harmony betwixt Great-Britain and the Colonies 
«in America, by ſuch Means as may immediately put a Stop to the 3 and de- 

«« ſtruflive 


42 * 


* — 


«« ourſelves conſtrained to lay before your Majeſty, with all Hymility, leſt, by our Silence, 
« it might be imputed to us, that We were conſenting to the Opinions and Wiſhes of Se. 
« verity and Coercion, which have of- late been. repeatedly exprefſed to your M. jeſiy in 
„ certain Addreſſes to the Throne: Such Addreſſes, however well- intended, We cannot 
« approve, becauſe We apprehend the Meaſures therein recommended, may be very doubt- 
« ful in their Succeſs, and fatal i in thelr r oa 


The following 1 a GENUINE Copy F the PROTEST. 
entered in the Houst of Logs, 2 — 


DISS ENTIEN T, 


it, DEC AUSE we cannot, as Englithmen, as. Chriſtians, or as men of common humanis. 
ty, conſent to the proſecution of a cruel civil war, ſo little ſupported by juſtice, and 

ſo very fatal in its neceſſary conſequences, as that which is new wzging acainlt cur btethren- 

and ſellow-ſubje&s in America. We have beheld with-ſorrow and indignation, ſeſſion aſter 


ſeſſion, and notwithſtanding repeated warnings of the danger, attempts made to deprive ſome.- 


raillions of Britiſh ſubje&s of their trade, their laws, their conſtitution, their mutual inter- 

* courſe,” and of the very food which God has given them for their ſublilance. We have be- 

held endeavours uſed to enforce theſe impolitic ſeverities at the poiut of the veronet. We. 
have, on the other hand, beheld ſo large a part of the empire, united in one common cauſe, 
really ſacrificing with chearfulneſs their lives and fortunes, and proſerring all the horrors of 

a war raging in the very heart of their couotry, to ignominious eaſe. We have beheld this 

part of his Majeſty's ſubje@s, thus irritated ue. and fo ſecceſcſul in it, til! making; 
profeſſions (in which we think it neither nor decent to affe d aiGilleliet) of the: 
utmoſt loyalty to his Majeſty; and unwearied with continued repulſes, repeatedly petition 

ing for eondiliation, upon ſuch terms only as ſhall be cob ſiſtent with the dignity and welfare 
cf the mother country. When we conſider theſe things, we cannot look upon our fellow. 

ſubjects in —_— any other light than that of freemen driven to reſiſtance by acts of op- 
preſſion and violen * 6 


2dly. Becavse this unnatural war, thus commenced in oppreſſion, and in the moſt ertone 
ous policy, muſt, if perſevered in, be finally ruinous in its effects. The commerce of- Great. 
Britain with, America was great and increaſing, the profits immenſe, the advantages, as a 
nurſery of ſeamen, and as an inexhauſtible magazine of naval ſores, infinite; and the con- 
tinuance of that commerce, particularly i in times of war, when moſt wanted to ſapport our 
fleets and revenues, not precarious, as all foreign trade muſt be, but depending ſolely on our - 


ſelves, Thefe valuable reſources, which enabled us to face the united efforts of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, are actually loſt to Great-Britain, and API unleſs — by im» 
mediate and effectual paci fication. 


_ n * 


zdly. Bcaus Great Britain, deprived of — part of its reſources, and not 
animated either with motives of ſelf-defence, or with thoſe proſpect of advantage and glory, 
which have hitherto ſupported this nation, in all its foreign wars, may. poſſibly find itfelf un. 
able to ſupply the means of carrying on a civil war, at ſuch a vaſt diſtance, in a country ſo 
peculiarly circumſtanced, and under the complicated difficulties which neceſſarily attend it. 
Still leſs ſhould we be able to preſerve by mere force that vaſt continent, and that growing 
multitude of reſolute freemen who inhabit i it ; even if that, or any country was worth govern- 
ing againſt the inclination of all its iohabitabts, But we fear, that while we are making 
theſe 


—— 


4% ſtructive Conſequences of 'a moſt unnatural Civil War. | Theſe Sentiments, We ſeels 


— 
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theſe fruitleſs efforts, refuſiog to give credit to the declarations of our fellow · ſubjects, and 
blindly confiding in the infidious profeſſions of the natural enemies of this country, we are 
preparing an eaſy prey for thoſe who pfudently fit quiet, beholding Britiſh forces, which, if 
united, might be in a condition, from their valour, numbers, and diſcipline, to carry ter. 
ror into the very heart of thei: kingdoms, deſtroying each other. Every event, which ever 
way it turns, is. a victory to them. Our very hoſpitals furniſh them with daily triumphs, 
the greater as they are certain, without any riſque to them of men or money. 


by 


4thly. Becavse we conceive the calling in foreign forces to decide domeſtic quarrels, to 
be a meaſure both diſgrace ſul and dangerous; and that the advice which Miniſlers have dar- 
ed to give to his Mejeſty, which they have avowed and carried into execution, of ſending to 
the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, the dominions of the crown of Great Britain, a 
part of his Eledoral troops, without any previout canſent, or recommendation of authority of 
Parliament, is unconſtitutional, That Hanoverian troops ſhould, at the mere plcaſure of the 
Miniflers, be conũdered as a part of the Britiſh military eſtabliſhment, and take a rotation 
of -garriſ. n duties, through theſe dominions, is, in practice and precedent, of the higheſt 
6anger to the ſafety and liberties of this kingdom, and tends wholly to invalidace the wiſe 
ard ſalutary declaration of the grand fundamental law, of our glorious deliverer King Wil- 
lam, which has bound together the rights of the ſubject, and the ſucceſſion of the crown. 


5:hly. Because the Miniſters, wy are to be intruſted with the management of this war, 
have proved themſelves unequal. tothe taſk, and in every degree unworthy of public truſt. 
Parliament has given them every aſſiſtance they aſked ; no anforeſeen accidents. have ſtood in 


their way; no or ms have diſabled, or delayed their operations; no foreign power hath, as 


yet, interſe:ed; but notwithſtanding theſe advantages, by their ignorance, negligence, and 
. of conduct, our arms have been diſgraced; 2 of ten thouſapd of the flow er of 
cur army, with ao immenſe artillery, under four jerals of reputation, and backed with 
a preat naval ſorce, have been miſerably blockaded.in one ſeaport town, ard aſter repeated 
21nd obſtinate battles, in which ſuch- numbers of our braveſt men have fallen, the Britiſh for- 
ces have not been able to penetrate one mile into the country, which they were ſent to ſub- 
cue ; important fortreſſes are ſeized, the Governors are driven from their provinces, and it 
is doubtfol, whether at this moment we are in poſſeſſion of a ſingle ton in all North-Ame- 
rica. Whether ve conſider its extent or its commerce, England has loſt half its empire in 
ene campaign, Nor can we impute the miſconduct of minilters to mere inability, nor to 
their ignorance of the ſtate of America, vpon which they attempt to juſtify themſelves; for 
while ſume members of adminiſtration confeſs they were deceived, as to the ſtren gth and con- 
dition of provinces, we have from others received official information, that the inſuffictency 
of the navy was concealed from parliament, and part of adminiſtration, from à fear of not 
receiving ſupport from its members : We cannot the refcue conſent to an addreſs, which may 
deceive his Majeſty and the Public, into a belief of the confidence of this Houſe in the pre- 
ſent Miniſters, who have deceived parliament, diſgraced the nation, loſt the colonies, and 
involved us in a civil war againſt our cleareſt intereſt; and pon the moſt unjuſtifiable 
grounds, wantonly ſpilling the blood of thouſands of our fellow tubjeds, 


ToRRINGTON, STAMFORD. CRAVEN. 
FiTSWILLIAMS, PoxsoN Bx. SCARBOROUGH. 
ARCHUR, ABINGDON. EFFINGHAM, 
THANET. 2: * MANCHESTER, NockiI SHA. 
CholMuonpELIZY. DzvoxshiIRE. RiCHMOND, 
KING. CHEDWORTH., 


PoRTLAN D. BoyLE. 
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